
1 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



2 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Safeguarding

Become a Member

Get Involved

Get Involved

Become a Member

Archery for Beginners

Archery for Beginners

Beginners Guide to Archery

Improve Your Archery

Start Archery Week

Disabled archery

Range Returners

Archery in Schools

Project Rimaya

Soft Archery

Judging

Judging

Judges Information

Become a Judge

Volunteering

Volunteering

Archery GB Ambassadors

Archery Activity Partners

Featured Pages

3 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Become a Member

Archery for Beginners

4 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Disabled archery

Competitions

Competitions

Find a Competition

Levels of Competition

National Competitions

National Competitions

National County Team Championships

Disability Championships

The UK Masters

National Clout Championships

Archery GB National Flight Championships

The Archery GB 50+ Championships

Paralympic Performance Opportunity Events

The Grand National Archery Meeting 2023

British Target Championships

Archery GB British Field Championships 2023

Archery GB National 3D Championships 2023

National Back 2 Back Competition

National Indoor Championships

Youth Competitions

Youth Competitions

Junior UK Masters

Junior National Indoor Championships

Junior National Outdoor Championships

European Youth Championships 2022

Junior Archery Series 2023

Archery GB Youth Festival

Archery GB National Tour

5 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Virtual Archery Competitions

European Grand Prix 2023

Run Archery

National Records

National Rankings

Find a Judge

Competition Organisers Guide

Archery GB National Tour Final

Featured Pages

Find a Competition

6 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Levels of Competition

National Competitions

Clubs

7 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Clubs

Find a Club

Club Guides

Club Guides

Start an Archery Club

Running and developing your club

Fundraising for your Club

Run an Intro Archery Course

Run a Boost Archery Course

Range Assessment

Start Archery Week Toolkit

Club Management System

Archery GB Badges & Awards

Archery GB Badges & Awards

Master Bowman Claim Form

Recognition Awards

Progress Awards Scheme

Master Bowman Awards

Regional Development Officers

Club Shop

OnTarget Club Development

University Archery Clubs

Featured Pages

Find a Club

8 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Club Guides

Archery GB Badges & Awards

Coaching

9 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Coaching

Find a Course

Archery GB Coaching

Archery GB Coaching

Archery Coaching Courses

Renew Archery Coaching Licence

Set up an Archery Coaching Course

Archery GB Instructor Award

Archery GB Instructor Award

Instructor Award Courses

Renew Instructor Award Licence

Set up an Instructor Award Course

Workshops & Learning Curve

Featured Pages

Find a Course

10 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Archery GB Coaching

Archery GB Instructor Award

Performance

11 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Performance

Archery GB National Squad

Performance Development Pathways

Performance Development Pathways

Olympic Performance Pathway

Compound Pathway

Performance Parents

Paralympic Performance Pathway

Olympic Archery

Paralympic Archery

Compound Archery

Anti-Doping Policy

International Team Selection Criteria

Featured Pages

Archery GB National Squad

12 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Performance Development Pathways

Olympic Archery

Resources

13 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Resources

Find a Document

Archery UK Magazine

The Way of The Bow Podcast

The Way of The Bow Podcast

004: Marc Tamlyn

003: Sarah Smith

002: Ella Gibson

001: Nick Thomas

Kit Reviews

Indoor Classifications & Handicaps

Outdoor Classifications & Handicaps

Outdoor Classifications & Handicaps

Master-Bowman-Awards-Application

Outdoor Classification & Handicap FAQs

What are Handicaps?

Press Releases

GDPR

Privacy Policy

Giveaway Terms & Conditions

Featured Pages

Find a Document

14 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Archery UK Magazine

The Way of The Bow Podcast

News

About

15 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



About

About AGB

About AGB

National & Regional Structure

County Structure & Contacts

Safeguarding

Safeguarding

Safeguarding Policies & Guides

Mental Wellbeing Guidance

Parents & Carers Guide

Safeguarding Training

Young People’s Guide

Vetting and DBS Checks

Report a Concern

Governance

Governance

AGM

Archery GB Board

Statutory Accounts

Insurance

Regulations & Laws

Disciplinary Policies & Appeal Procedures

Contact Us

Contact Us

Archery GB Directory

Equality, Diversity & Inclusivity

Partners & Sponsors

Partners & Sponsors

Become a Sponsor

Careers

Types of Archery

Types of Archery

Target Archery

Field and 3D Archery

History of Archery

Benefits of Archery

Featured Pages

16 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



About AGB

Safeguarding

17 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Governance

Get Involved

Get Involved

Become a Member

Archery for Beginners

Archery for Beginners

Beginners Guide to Archery

Improve Your Archery

Start Archery Week

Disabled archery

Range Returners

Archery in Schools

Project Rimaya

Soft Archery

Judging

Judging

Judges Information

Become a Judge

Volunteering

Volunteering

Archery GB Ambassadors

Archery Activity Partners

Competitions

Competitions

Find a Competition

Levels of Competition

National Competitions

National Competitions

18 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



National County Team Championships

Disability Championships

The UK Masters

National Clout Championships

Archery GB National Flight Championships

The Archery GB 50+ Championships

Paralympic Performance Opportunity Events

The Grand National Archery Meeting 2023

British Target Championships

Archery GB British Field Championships 2023

Archery GB National 3D Championships 2023

National Back 2 Back Competition

National Indoor Championships

Youth Competitions

Youth Competitions

Junior UK Masters

Junior National Indoor Championships

Junior National Outdoor Championships

European Youth Championships 2022

Junior Archery Series 2023

Archery GB Youth Festival

Archery GB National Tour

Virtual Archery Competitions

European Grand Prix 2023

Run Archery

National Records

National Rankings

Find a Judge

Competition Organisers Guide

Archery GB National Tour Final

Clubs

Clubs

Find a Club

Club Guides

Club Guides

Start an Archery Club

Running and developing your club

Fundraising for your Club

Run an Intro Archery Course

Run a Boost Archery Course

Range Assessment

Start Archery Week Toolkit

Club Management System

Archery GB Badges & Awards

Archery GB Badges & Awards

Master Bowman Claim Form

Recognition Awards

Progress Awards Scheme

Master Bowman Awards

Regional Development Officers

Club Shop

OnTarget Club Development

University Archery Clubs

Coaching

Coaching

Find a Course

Archery GB Coaching

Archery GB Coaching

19 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Archery Coaching Courses

Renew Archery Coaching Licence

Set up an Archery Coaching Course

Archery GB Instructor Award

Archery GB Instructor Award

Instructor Award Courses

Renew Instructor Award Licence

Set up an Instructor Award Course

Workshops & Learning Curve

Performance

Performance

Archery GB National Squad

Performance Development Pathways

Performance Development Pathways

Olympic Performance Pathway

Compound Pathway

Performance Parents

Paralympic Performance Pathway

Olympic Archery

Paralympic Archery

Compound Archery

Anti-Doping Policy

International Team Selection Criteria

Resources

Resources

Find a Document

Archery UK Magazine

The Way of The Bow Podcast

The Way of The Bow Podcast

004: Marc Tamlyn

003: Sarah Smith

002: Ella Gibson

001: Nick Thomas

Kit Reviews

Indoor Classifications & Handicaps

Outdoor Classifications & Handicaps

Outdoor Classifications & Handicaps

Master-Bowman-Awards-Application

Outdoor Classification & Handicap FAQs

What are Handicaps?

Press Releases

GDPR

Privacy Policy

Giveaway Terms & Conditions

News

About

About

About AGB

About AGB

National & Regional Structure

County Structure & Contacts

Safeguarding

Safeguarding

Safeguarding Policies & Guides

Mental Wellbeing Guidance

Parents & Carers Guide

Safeguarding Training

Young People’s Guide

20 of 43 25/09/2023 22:16



Vetting and DBS Checks

Report a Concern

Governance

Governance

AGM

Archery GB Board

Statutory Accounts

Insurance

Regulations & Laws

Disciplinary Policies & Appeal Procedures

Contact Us

Contact Us

Archery GB Directory

Equality, Diversity & Inclusivity

Partners & Sponsors

Partners & Sponsors

Become a Sponsor

Careers

Types of Archery

Types of Archery

Target Archery

Field and 3D Archery

History of Archery

Benefits of Archery

Safeguarding

Become a Member

Home

Resources

Handicaps

What is the Archery GB Handicap Scheme?

Handicaps can be viewed as a measurement of precision which can indicate your consistency over time across

different rounds.

What is an archer's handicap?

At its most simple, a handicap can be viewed as a measure of precision (i.e. group size or consistency). The smaller

the handicap, the smaller the group and the better the score.

A perfect archer can shoot an identical shot every time to hit the spider or ‘x’ at the centre of the target. In reality,

however, no archer is perfect and our rounds have imperfections due to variation in technique from shot to shot,

the point of release as the sight floats, etc. Each arrow follows a slightly different path to the target. The spread of

the arrows as they leave the bow translates directly to the size of the group down range and hence the score. The

more skilled an archer is, the smaller the variation from the perfect shot and the smaller the group.

We assign a number to measure the amount of variation as the arrows leave the bow - this is the handicap. By

tracking where the arrows land on a particular target face at a given distance, we can then calculate the expected

score.
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Why are handicaps useful?

The best-known use of handicaps is to compare performance across different rounds. As there are a variety of

different rounds each requiring a different number of arrows shot, it can be difficult to know how a score on one

distance compares to a score on another.

Since handicaps represent an absolute measure of precision, all the scores corresponding to a single handicap

represent a consistent level of performance. The Archery GB classification scheme uses this approach. Each

bowstyle and classification level is assigned a specific handicap, and qualifying scores for each round are

calculated from this.

Handicaps can help you track your progress. Whilst the classifications and other badge schemes provide a number

of milestones on your archery journey, it can take some time to progress between each one. Handicaps are closer

together so you can continue seeing progress, even if you don’t get any new badges.
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How do we calculate your handicap?

Using the approach we just described, tables have been produced that show the each handicap and corresponding

score for many different rounds. If you shoot a certain score on a certain round you can look up the handicap that

corresponds to that score. Once you have shot three scores your handicaps are averaged to provide a starting

value.

Click here to download the official Archery GB Handicap Tables

Each time you shoots a better score, the corresponding handicap is calculated. The reason we don’t use scores that

are worse is to maintain a true representation of your ability and avoid adverse effects such as bad weather

impacting the value.

At the end of the seasons (31 December for outdoors, 31 June for indoors), your three best handicaps from scores

made during that season are averaged together. This provides the starting handicap for you for the following

season.

These days many clubs and archers use software tools to record and update their handicap. Full guidelines for

Records Officers can be found in the Shooting and Administrative Procedures (SAP 9).
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Calculating your outdoor handicap and classification

You can find the official handicap and classification tables and a tool to calculate handicap and classifications for a

given score on our website. Many people also make use of third-party online tables, calculators or score tracking

apps for calculating their handicaps and classifications. Whilst it may take some time for all of these to become

up-to-date with the new schemes, these two online calculators already support the new tables: Archery

Calculator and Archery Geekery.

Click Here To View The Official Handicap & Classification Tables and Tools
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